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The town at the ,,free mountain*
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Aerial photo of the Town centre

Before 1162 A.D. the clearing of parts of the jungle
area between the two rivers Freiberger Mulde and
Striegis led to the foundation of the hamlet Chris-
tiansdorf where silver ore was discovered around
1168. This fortunate discovery caused a migration of
miners and other workers from the Harz region into
the village at the , free mountain® which developed
very rapidly. A castle and a few churches were built.

Around 1186 this new settlement already received
the status of a medieval town. In 1202 the name “Fri-
berch™ appeared for the first time. With the founda-
tion of three monasteries and two hospitals in the 13"
century the town grew bigger and bigger. Until 1500
Freiberg used to be the largest town as well as the re-
gional cultural and trade centre in the earldom of the
Wettiner. Technical progress led to heydays of the min-
ing industry in the middle of the 16" century and again
around 1800. These heydays alternated with setbacks
as consequences of wars, epidemics and falling out-
puts of ore. Although the production of silver reached
its peak in the 1880’s, the mines were closed in 1913 be-
cause of the extreme decline of silver prices. Between
1937 and 1969 miners took up their work once more.

Freiberg developed into a centre of montanistic sci-
ences due to the Technical University Bergakademie
and other scientific institutes. Metallurgy and other
factories shaped it into an industrial centre. Today
Freiberg represents a site of high — tech — industry for
semiconducting materials, alternative energies, recy-
cling and environmental techniques.

Freiberg has almost got 41.000 inhabitants and is situ-
ated about 400 m above sea level. The town centre
with an area of 48 ha is mainly characterized b y the
architecture of the late gothic period and the renais-
sance of the 16" century, based on the towns outline
of the time when Freibergs was founded. Even today,
countless technical monuments of silver mining, be-
ing of European importance during six centuries, can
be detected in the outskirts of the town, making the
town (o the centre of the montanistic region ,, Erzge-
birge*.

A guided walk

‘through the old part of the town

Obermarkt

Let’s start at the town hall called ‘Rathaus’ (1), which was
erected between 1410 and 1474, including a foregoing build-
ing. Daily at 11.15 am and 4.15 pm you can listen to the old
miner’s song ‘Gliickauf’ intoned by chimes. Their little bells,

The town hall

made of the famous Meissen Porcelain, are located high up
in the town hall’s tower, The head at the oriel looks down to
a dark cobbled stone on the square. This stone marks the
place where Kunz von Kauffungen, the knight who had kid-
napped the two Princes of Saxony, was beheaded by sword in
1455. He spent the last two days of his life in a small prison
cell inside the town hall. In the entrance hall there are to be
seen the rope ladder used in the kidnapping and two pillory
stones. In the first floor you can visit the St. Lorenz’ chapel
built in 1510. In the main hall you have a look on valuable
paintings of wettinic rulers.

Beside the town hall the building Obermarkt 1 (2) is located.

Designed in the beginning of the 16% century, it has beau-
tifully decorated window frames as well as a three-storey
gable. In the middle
of the 17" century, the
famous mayor Jonas
Schonlebe and his fam-
ily lived here. Have a
look at the amazing
renaissance portal.

From here you will
have a wonderful view
of the market square
with the lions foun-
tains and the statue
of Freibergs founder,
Markgraf Otto der Re-
iche (Otto the Rich) in
the square’s centre.

Portal Obermarkt |

Walking along the smaller side of the square, you reach the
late Gothic Alupeckhaus (3), home of the last Freiberg mint
until 1556. Opposite the Alnpeckhaus you see the ‘Café
Hartmann’ with a historical interior. If you like, you can
read the astonishing story of the ‘Freiberger Bauerhase’ on
the left side of the Baroque building which was constructed
around 1765.

Following the pedestrian zone PetersstraBe you will detect
the fountain Fortuna Brunnen (4), created by the artist
Bernd Gobel. This work of art portrays important people
of Freiberg’s history and was finished in 1986 when Freiberg
celebrated its 800™ anniversary. From here you catch sight
of the *Schweden-Denkmal’. The monument by Eduard
Heuchler was erected in 1843 in memory of Freiberg’s suc-
cessful resistance against the invading Swedish army during
the Thirty-Years War (1618 — 1648).



If you turn right in front of the ‘Fortuna Brunnen’ you will
get to the Petrikirche (5). Back in the 13" century this church
used to be a basilica with four towers replacing the former
local court. Still to be seen are the towers ‘Fauler Turm’, the
round ‘Hahnenturm’ and the lower part of the ‘Petriturm’
(height 71.2 m). The present Gothic church, built between
1401 and 1440, was later redesigned in a Baroque style in
around 1730. Inside the church is a Silbermann organ manu-
factured in 1735. Today the church boasts modern religious
sculptures.

View from Lhe tower of church Petrikirche

At the house opposite the street Waisenhausstra3e one dis-
covers a standing white bear that is supported by a pair of
golden compasses. It’s the medieval coat arms (1555) of the
well-known bell manufacturing family Hilliger. Across the
street you can see the building Waisenhausstr. 10, the former
house of the freemason’s lodge.

We keep on walking to the right back onto the square
Obermarkt. There the house Ratskeller (6) can be seen.
The ‘Ratskeller’ was constructed in 1546/47 and served as a
warchouse and prestigious purposes. The building’s design
is determined by the great Renaissance portal. Apart from
the town council’s wine bar, the ground floor accommodated
small stores of butchers and bakers, whereas shops of shoe-
makers, cloth-makers and furriers could be found in the first
floor during the Middle age. The so-called ‘drinking room
for special persons’ in the upper floor shows a remarkable in-
terior. The banqueting hall of 1687 contains Baroque paint-
ings of the early 18" century that underline the solemnity
of the room (reconstructed in 1986). It was used for theatre
performances in the former times, too.

With its height of 32 m, the attached ,LiBkirchnerhaus’ ist
the tallest house in the town centre. Its culturally important
Renaissance portal depicts the mining technology of the Ore
Mountain region back in 1530,

Turning around the left corner of the ‘Ratskeller’ into a nar-
row lane called Kaufhausgasse, we leave the Obermarkt.
Straight ahead in a distance of about 70 m we can see the
main administration building of the Technical University
Bergakademie (7). Founded in 1765, it is the world’s oldest
montanistic university. The Bergakademie was and still is a
place of doing research and teaching for numerous famous
scientists achieving great success in developing new basic
knowledge and progressive technologies in montanistic and
natural sciences At the Bergakademic a lot of scientific and
technical innovations were developed in the fields of mining,
geoscience, materials, energy processing and environmental
technology. Closely linked
to the university are nu-
merous famous scientists
like Abraham Gottlob
Werner (founding father
of the mineralogy as a
science), Ferdinand Re-
ich and Theodor Richter
(dicovered the chemical
clement Indium), Cle-
mens Winkler (discoverer
of Germanium), Adolf
Ledebur (worldwide fa-
mous steel maker), as well
as Alexander von Hum-
boldt, Theodor Korner
and Friedrich von Hard-

enberg (Novalis),

Administration building of the
Technical University Bergakademie

Freudenstein Castle

Walking along the street AkademiestraBe we reach the
BurgstraBe. Turning left you can see in the distance the
Freudenstein Castle (8). built to replace a little fortress dat-
ing back to around 1170. The Freudenstein Castle used to be
the residence of Duke Heinrich from 1503 until 1539. The
two princes Moritz and August of Saxony were born here.
It was here, too, where the Reformation in Saxony started
in 1537.

The present building, built as a Renaissance palace from
1566 until 1579, lost its importance after being used glamor-
ously in the beginning. Even the Russian Tsar Peter [. stayed
here twice in 1711 in order to get acquainted with mining
in Freiberg. From 1794 until 1805 the castle was rebuilt as a
storehouse for grain.

Since the nineties of the last century there were serious ef-
forts to find a new use of the castle. After complete recon-
struction between 2004 and 2008 the world-famous mineral
exhibition “Terra mineralia” and the Saxonian Mining Ar-
chives can be visited in the castle today. Manifold cultural
events and gastronomy take place in the courtyard of the
castle.

The house Schlossplatz 6 (9) was for about 40 years home
and workshop of the world-famous organ manufacturer
Gottfried Silbermann (1683 ~ 1753). You can listen to the
wonderful sound of four of Silbermann’s masterpieces in
Freiberg.

We turn into the lane Kirchgasse that used to link the castle
and the cathedral in former times. The lane is lined by care-
fully reconstructed houses and some impressive buildings
like the headquarters of the ‘Oberbergamt’ (Saxon Admin-
istration for Mining), dating back to the early 16™ century,
and the ‘Schonbergsche Hof’, a Baroque four-wing building
with a beautiful courtyard.

Cathedral St. Marien

Right in front of us we see the western wall of the Cathe-
dral St. Marien (10), a late Gothic church of the year 1501,
The former Romanesque church was destroyed by a vast
fire in 1484. Only a few precious works of art, like the wood-
en Crucifixion (around 1225) and the outstanding sand-
stone portal *Goldene Pforte’ (around 1235), were saved,
Both are religious artworks of European importance. A mas-
terpiece of artistc craftsmanship is the ‘Hohe Cantzel’ (high
pulpit), also called Tulip Pulpit because of its flower design.
Standing without support in the interior of the cathedral,
this pulpit was created in 1505 by the master Hans Witten.

Cathedral St. Marien and Town and Mining Museum



Finished in 1714, the great Silbermann organ is considered a
masterpiece of the Saxon tradition of organ manufacturing.
This particular organ attracts both friends and players of or-
gans from all over the world to Freiberg. After the reforma-
tion, the manieristic funeral chapel of the Luthe-ran rulers of
Saxony was beautifully designed and built by G. M. Nosseni
in the High Choir of the cathedral from 1589 until 1594. The
chapel also includes the astonishing grave of Duke Moritz, a
monument erected in 1563,

Town and Mining Museum

[n the building Am Dom [, the former quarters of the ca-
thedral’s ministers, the Stadt- und Bergbaumuseum (Town
and Mining Museum) (11) is accommodated since 1903, It
has been one of the most important museums in Saxony. The
ceilings of all ground floor rooms are remarkable vaults in
form of cells. Apart from religious works of art of the late
Gothic period and examples of the town’s early history. you
can take a look at countless exhibits showing the hard life
and the traditions of miners and their families. The exhibits
are inseparably bound to the silver mining and the town his-
tory.

Just in front of you there lies the Untermarkt, the town’s first
market square, called “Aldenmarckt’ in former times, Hav-
ing a unusual architectural shape it dates back to the end of
the 12" century. The unique Mineralogischen und Lager-
stiittenkundlichen Sammlungen der Bergakademie (12) are
located in the northern part of the square. Together with the
“Terra mineralia’ in the Freudenstein castle they represent
the world largest mineral collection, and therefore, a visit of
it is truely recommended.

Nicolai Church

Via the lanes Kreuzgasse and
Buttermarktsgasse you reach
the Nikolaikirche (Nicolai
church) (13) and the Stadt-
theater (town’s theatre) on
the Buttermarkt.

The towers of the ‘Nikolai-
kirche’ were erected around
1200 during the late Roman-
esque period. Finished in 1518
and after partial destruction

Micolai Cliurch

by fire, the gothic nave exhibits the furnishings of the time
around 1750. In 1974 the church was secularized and since
2002 it has become one of Freiberg’s cultural centres (con-
certs, exhibitions, theatre performances etc.).

Town’s Theatre

The town’s theatre (Stadttheater), founded in 1790, devel-
oped from a residence, is regarded the world’s oldest mu-
nicipal theatre working without interruption. At its southern
wall you can see an old graffiti reminding of the composer
Carl Maria von Weber who wrote and performed his first
opera at the age of
14 in  Freiberg.
Since 1880 the thea-
tre has expanded
many times due to
the purchase of at-
tached houses. The
interior of the thea-
tre was designed in
the style of classi-
cism.

Town's Theatre

Walking up the lane Weingasse along the right hand side of
the theatre you will pass the manieristic oriel (14) at the cor-
ner Burgstraie/Weingasse (completed 1617). Going straight
on we finally return to our starting point. Our guided tour
comes to an end now. There are still many things worth to
seeing — both in the old town and under the ground in the
mines of Freiberg.

We wish you a pleasant stay in Freiberg and hope to see you
again soon.

Gliick auf!

INFORMATIONS:
Stadtmarketing Freiberg GmbH

Schlossplatz 6 (Silbermannhaus)

- Tel.: (0049) 03731741951 - 0 Fax.: 03731/41951 - 19

www.[reiberg-service.de
E-Mail: info@freiberg-service.de

Tourist- Information Freiberg
Burgstrabe 1, 09599 Freiberg

Tel. (0049) 03731 /4195190 bzw.4195161
Fax (0049) 03731/4195165

E- Mail: tourist-info@freiberg-service.de

Domfiihrungen/Konzertkasse
Tel.: (0049) 03731 /22598, Fax: 03731 /300943
www.freiberger-dom.de
fuehrung@freiberger-dom.de

Souvenirs am Dom

Kirchgasse 4

Fiihrungen fiir Einzelpersonen, Gruppen und Kinder
Tel. (0049) 03731/212167

E-Mail: Landherr-Souvenirs@t-online.de

Terra Mineralia im Schloss Freudenstein
SchloBplatz 4

Tel.: (0049) 03731 /394652

www.terra-mineralia.de

Besucherbergwerk Himmelfahrt Fundgrube
Gruben Reiche Zeche und Alte Elisabeth

Tel. (0049) 03731/394571 bzw. 394592
www.besucherbergwerk-freiberg.de

Fremdenverkehrsverein Freiberg e.V.

Guides Petriturm und Rathauskeller;

Registration about Tourist- Information and Souvenirs am Dom
www.fremdenverkehrsverein-freiberg.de

E-Mail: kontakt@fremdenverkehrsverein-freiberg.de

Gottfried-Silbermann-Gesellschaft Freiberg e. V.

Schlossplatz 6

Veranstaltungen, Exkursionen, Konzerte
Tel. (0049) 03731 /22248
www.silbermann.org

E-Mail: silbermann@t-online.de
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